Editorial
In April 2011, we were appointed as the new Co-Editors-in-Chief of TAAS, as the term of the previous Editors-in-Chief, Giovanna Di Marzo and Eric Bonabeau, expired. We would first of all like to publicly thank them both for their outstanding efforts in launching TAAS and for bringing it to its current high-level reputation. We would also like to thank all the members of the Editorial Board for their excellent efforts in taking care of submissions. And, of course, we would also like to thank you all for supporting TAAS by submitting your best work, reading and citing its articles, and often helping us in the hard and time consuming task of reviewing articles.
We know we now have the difficult task of taking TAAS to even higher levels of excellence. We do believe that TAAS has the potential to become the reference archival publication for all researchers and practitioners interested in innovative models, algorithms, techniques, and applications for the management of all those complex ICT systems that have to serve, in autonomy and with capabilities of autonomous adaptation, in highly dynamic socio-technico-physical environments. Over the next few years our overall goal is to work with you to transform TAAS into the leading journal in the field with a brand name representing quality, timeliness, and impact. In the following, we detail the specific areas we would like to address as part of this vision.
Clarify the Scope, Define the Structure, and Improve the Corporate Image. The areas of focus of TAAS are of relevance to a wide range of disciplines, and we believe that the articles published in the journal covering theoretical foundations, implementation architectures, and application experiences should be of broad interest. To accomplish this, what is needed is an active campaign to broaden awareness of the journal among relevant communities and to diversify the readerships as well as the authorship. As a first step, a brand new Web site for TAAS (http://taas.acm.org) has been set up.
Proactively Solicit Submissions. The goal of increasing the quality of the submissions to a journal is a process that, once started, is necessarily self-supportive: the more a journal publishes high-quality articles, the more it attracts high-quality submissions. However, given that the journal is still relatively young, trying to proactively attract high-quality articles is important, and it is critical that the Editorial Board and the community as a whole is collectively engaged in this activity. For instance, this can be achieved by you pointing us to interesting emerging areas and novel promising workshops and conferences, in addition to key results published in the area. Another mechanism is to propose targeted special issues on strategically important and emerging areas. In this regard, we emphasize that we do intend to continue having a limited number of targeted special issues but we think that special issues must be carefully selected and should never become the primary means of publication in TAAS.
Improve Timeliness and Transparency of the Review Process. In order to be competitive, it is becoming increasingly important for top journals to manage their publication timelines. For example, most top journals are striving to ensure that the average time between submission and first decision is about 4 months, and from submission to Web publication is less than 1 year. We must do our best to make TAAS meet similar timelines. In addition, we will make sure that a high-degree of transparency is promoted in all TAAS processes since this is yet another factor that can help in increasing overall quality, and also because such transparency can significantly contribute to the overall reputation of the journal.
